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Abstract

"Maidan is a poignant biographical sports drama directed by Amit Sharma and starring Ajay Devgn
that captures the essence of India's football history through the life and achievements of coach Syed
Abdul Rahim during the 1950s and 1960s. Set against the backdrop of the golden era of Indian football,
the film chronicles Rahim's journey to rebuild the national team after the 1952 Summer Olympics
defeat, highlighting his innovative strategy and leadership that earned India the nickname "Brazil of
Asia". This paper explores the historical and cultural context of the film, its narrative and thematic
elements, and the portrayal of key characters, emphasizing the collective spirit and teamwork inherent
in football. "Maidan" not only serves as an inspirational sports drama, but also addresses broader socio-
political issues, offering a nuanced view of the cultural and political landscape of the era. The film's
impact on contemporary Indian sports culture, especially in motivating young athletes and promoting
national pride, is significant. Through comparative analysis with other sports biopics, the unique
cultural and historical aspects of "Maidan™ are highlighted, underscoring its contribution to the genre.
The paper concludes by affirming the role of "Maidan™ in enriching Indian sports cinema and its lasting
impact on the cultural discourse surrounding sports in India.

Keywords -Syed Abdul Rahim, Indian football, Biographical sports drama, Ajay Devgn,

Introduction

Maidan is a poignant biographical sports drama that captures the essence of India's football history
through the life and achievements of coach Syed Abdul Rahim, who played a key role in the
development of the game in the 1950s and 1960s. Directed by Amit Sharma and starring Ajay Devgn,
the film is set against the backdrop of the golden era of Indian football, highlighting the country's
significant progress on the international stage. The narrative unfolds with the defeat of the Indian
national football team at the 1952 Summer Olympics, which set the stage for Rahim's journey to
assemble a new, competitive team. The discovery takes them across India, scouting for talent and
overcoming social and bureaucratic barriers, while also grappling with personal struggles, including
lung cancer. "Maidan" stands out within the game film genre by providing a less-documented historical
account of the era and serving as an inspiration, highlighting perseverance and determination. The
film's portrayal of Rahim's leadership and innovative strategy, which earned India the nickname
"Brazil of Asia", highlights the cultural and political context of sport in India, challenging typical
underdog narratives. By focusing on strategy and development, "Maidan" offers a new perspective on
sports plays. This review explores the complex storyline, nuanced performances, and emotional depth
of "Maidan", underscoring its importance in sports films, Indian history, and contemporary cinema.

Historical and cultural context

The Indian football scenario during the 1950s and 1960s is often referred to as the "Golden Era" of
Indian football. This period was marked for India's remarkable performance in international
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competitions, including regular qualification for the Olympics from 1948 to 1960 and winning gold
medals at the Asian Games in 1951 and 1962. The era was characterized by a style of play that
emphasized skill and technical ability, which led to India being dubbed the "Brazil of Asia". The
architect of this golden period was Syed Abdul Rahim, who served as the coach and manager of the
Indian national team from 1950 until his death in 1963. Rahim's approach to the game was
revolutionary for its time, focusing on tactical innovations and technical qualities that raised the
standard of Indian football. Under his guidance, the national team achieved significant success,
including reaching the semi-finals of the 1956 Melbourne Olympics, making India the first Asian
country to achieve this feat. Rahim's legacy lies not only in the trophies and accolades, but also in the
development of a distinct football identity for India, which has had a lasting impact on the sport in the
country. His life and contribution to Indian football was so significant that he has been immortalized
in popular culture, with Bollywood actor Ajay Devgn playing him in the film "Maidan™ which
celebrates the historic achievements of Rahim and the Indian football team during this period. Rahim's
story is a testament to the power of visionary leadership and ability to change the landscape of a
sporting event within a nation. His dedication to football and his innovative strategies are still
remembered and respected, making him an important figure in the history and culture of Indian
football. Ajay Devgn's portrayal of Rahim in 'Maidan' highlights the historic importance of a coach
who not only led his team to victory but also inspired a country to accept this beautiful sport. Rahim's
influence extended beyond the pitch, as he was also a teacher by profession, instilling the values of
discipline and teamwork in his players. His methods and philosophy continue to be studied and
admired by football enthusiasts and professionals, ensuring that his contribution to Indian football will
never be forgotten (Ghoshal, 2018; Radhakrishnan, 2021; Sinha, 2019).

Narrative and Thematic Analysis

Maidan, starring Ajay Devgn, provides a gripping narrative centered on an influential football coach
Syed Abdul Rahim, who significantly advanced the performance of the Indian national team from
1950 to 1963. Presented in a chronological structure, the film helps viewers understand the profound
impact of Rahim's coaching over time. Central themes include resilience, which is illustrated by
Rahim's determination to overcome challenges such as inadequate amenities and social prejudices.
Leadership has been highlighted prominently through Rahim's ability to unite a diverse team, fostering
a sense of national pride beyond the sport. This national pride is woven into the film, which depicts
India's progress on the international stage and the collective spirit that inspired the team. The film also
captures the underdog spirit, depicting the team from obscurity to becoming a powerful force in Asian
football. By exploring these themes, "Maidan™ not only honors an unsung hero, but inspires viewers
with the message that perseverance and unity can lead to extraordinary achievements. It highlights the
power of sport as a unifying force and celebrates the ability of the human spirit to overcome adversity
(Ghoshal, 2018.

Character Studies

Maidan stars Ajay Devgn as Syed Abdul Rahim, the legendary football coach who brought Indian
football to unprecedented glory in its golden era. Devgn's performance reflects Rahim's innovative
strategy and inspirational leadership, portraying his journey and contribution to the sport as he
overcame many challenges to build a team capable of competing internationally, earning India the title
of "Brazil of Asia". The narrative is enriched by supporting characters like Peter Thangaraj, Jarnail
Singh and Chuni Goswami, whose stories and dedication under Rahim's guidance gives depth to the
team's journey. The film also addresses political and social challenges, portraying the Indian Football
Federation and its members as adversaries, adding a dramatic element to Rahim's struggle against
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internal conflicts and bureaucracy. Characters like Shubhankar Sengupta highlight Rahim's protests,
underscoring themes of perseverance and vision. Maidan celebrates Rahim's achievements and his
team's collective effort, which is a reminder of the potential of Indian football. Through a blend of
factual representation and creative storytelling, the film pays tribute to the unsung heroes of Indian
football, inspires new generations to honor their legacy and offers a resonant window into an important
chapter of Indian sports history (Ghoshal, 2018; Radhakrishnan, 2021.

Cinematic Techniques

The film "Maidan,"” starring Ajay Devgn, is a cinematic tribute to the golden era of Indian football
and the legendary coach Syed Abdul Rahim. Directed by Amit Ravindranath Sharma, the film
meticulously captures the period's essence with authentic and engaging storytelling. The dynamic
cinematography by Tushar Kanti Ray and Fyodor Lass brings the sports sequences to life, immersing
the audience in the action while highlighting the characters' emotions and struggles. Music plays a
pivotal role in enhancing the film's emotional impact, with the score and songs carefully crafted to
resonate with the viewers and amplify the intensity of the matches and the personal journey of Coach
Rahim, portrayed by Devgn. The constructive collaboration between music and cinematography
elevates the storytelling, transforming the sports sequences into a poignant narrative that celebrates
sportsmanship and human resilience. "Maidan" exemplifies the power of cinema in portraying the
beauty of sports and the emotional depth of its heroes, making it a compelling tribute to an important
chapter in Indian football history (Ghoshal, 2018; Radhakrishnan, 2021; Sinha, 2019; Zee Studios,
2022).

Cultural Impact and Reception

The film "Maidan" has been a significant cultural phenomenon, particularly in its portrayal and
impact on the feeling of Indian football history. Garnering critical acclaim and audience approval, the
movie has been lauded for its technical brilliance and compelling storytelling, which brought to life
the inspiring story of Syed Abdul Rahim and his profound commitment to football. The film's release
coincided with a renewed interest in the golden era of Indian football, a period that had slipped from
public memory but was vividly revived through the cinematic lens of "Maidan." This resurgence of
interest is a testament to the power of storytelling and its ability to resurrect forgotten chapters of
history. Moreover, "Maidan" stands out in the landscape of Indian sports films by offering a unique
narrative that diverges from the typical cricket-centric stories. It has been compared to other landmark
sports films yet keeps its distinct identity by focusing on the emotional journey of Rahim and the
challenges faced by the Indian football team during a transformative time for the sport in the country.
The film's director, Amit Sharma, has crafted a narrative that is not just about sport but also about the
human spirit and the resilience of a coach who, against all odds, led his team to glory. The film's role
in reviving interest in Indian football history is particularly noteworthy. It has sparked conversations
about the sport's past glories and has inspired a new generation to learn about and appreciate the legacy
of Indian football. The portrayal of Rahim's character, played by Ajay Devgn, has been pivotal in this
regard, offering a nuanced and powerful performance that has resonated with audiences and critics
alike. In comparison with other Indian sports films, "Maidan” has been praised for its authentic
representation of the era it depicts and the depth of its character development. While films like "Chak
De! India" and "Bhag Milkha Bhag" have set lofty standards for sports dramas in India, "Maidan" has
carved its niche by highlighting a less celebrated sport and its heroes, thereby enriching the genre with
its unique perspective. The cultural impact of "Maidan™ extends beyond entertainment; it serves as an
educational tool, a source of inspiration, and a catalyst for change in the feeling of Indian football. It
reminds audiences of the potential that Indian football once had and the possibility of its revival. The
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film has not only entertained but also enlightened, making it a significant addition to the canon of
Indian sports cinema and a meaningful contributor to the cultural discourse on sports in India (Ghoshal,
2018; Radhakrishnan, 2021; Sinha, 2019; Zee Studios, 2022).

Influence on Contemporary Sports Culture

The film "Maidan" has profoundly affected contemporary Indian sports culture, particularly
influenced young athletes and shaped the narrative of sportsmanship and national pride in Indian
cinema. By chronicling the golden era of Indian football from 1952 to 1962 and telling the inspiring
true story of Syed Abdul Rahim, the coach who led India to victory in the 1951 Asian Games, the film
has rekindled interest in football among the youth. Its portrayal of dedication, passion, and teamwork
resonates widely, serving as a motivational beacon for aspiring athletes across the nation. *Maidan™
significantly contributes to the narrative of sportsmanship in Indian cinema by avoiding stereotypes
and presenting a nuanced view of the challenges faced by athletes, emphasizing hard work,
perseverance, and integrity. Its release coincided with a burgeoning interest in football in India,
bolstered by the success of leagues like the Indian Super League, thus diversifying the country's
traditionally cricket-dominated sports culture. Additionally, "Maidan" has sparked national pride
through its storytelling, highlighting the achievements of Indian football during the post-independence
era and instilling a sense of pride and nostalgia. Beyond entertainment, the film has inspired grassroots
sports initiatives like 'The Maidan called India," promoting the idea that everyone can be an athlete,
reinforcing inclusivity, and democratizing sports. In conclusion, "Maidan™ has made an impression on
Indian sports culture, inspiring young athletes and reinforcing the values of sportsmanship and national
pride. Its contribution to Indian cinema transcends storytelling, becoming a cultural phenomenon that
celebrates the spirit of sports and its power to unite and uplift a nation (Ghoshal, 2018; Radhakrishnan,
2021; Sinha, 2019; Zee Studios, 2022).

Comparative Analysis

The genre of sports biopics has seen a significant rise in Indian cinema, reflecting a global trend that
celebrates athletes' lives and achievements. Films like Ajay Devgn's "Maidan,” which chronicles the
journey of football coach Syed Abdul Rahim, highlight the golden era of Indian football. Compared to
other sports biopics, both Indian and international, "Maidan"” shares common themes such as the
underdog narrative, the personal and professional challenges faced by athletes, and the triumph over
adversity. However, it also brings unique cultural and historical aspects of Indian sports to light,
distinguishing it from its counterparts. While Indian films like "Dangal" and "Bhag Milkha Bhag"
focus on individual struggles within societal contexts, and Hollywood productions like "Moneyball*
and "The Blind Side" emphasize innovation and strategy, "Maidan™ highlights the collective spirit and
teamwork inherent in football. 1t delves into the systemic issues faced by the Indian football team
during the 1950s and 1960s, a narrative less explored in global cinema, which often prioritizes personal
glory over broader socio-political dynamics. Indian biopics like "Maidan" resonate with audiences
through a strong emotional core, national pride, and collective identity, differing from many
international sports films that focus on the athlete's personal journey. The film captures Syed Abdul
Rahim's leadership and vision with nuance, avoiding overt dramatization or jingoism, keeping a
balance throughout. While sports biopics worldwide celebrate the human spirit and sportsmanship,
"Maidan" offers a distinctive perspective by integrating India's cultural and historical context. This
comparative analysis enriches our understanding of cinematic storytelling, highlighting the universal
appeal of sports as narratives of hope and resilience. "Maidan" significantly contributes to the genre,
providing insights into the nuances of sports portrayal and athlete representation in Indian cinema,
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blending similarities and distinct features from global practices (Ghoshal, 2018; Radhakrishnan, 2021;
Sinha, 2019; Zee Studios, 2022).

Conclusion

"Maidan" is a remarkable addition to the genre of sports biopics, offering a unique and insightful
portrayal of Indian football during its golden era through the compelling narrative of Syed Abdul
Rahim's life and his transformative impact on the Indian national football team. Directed by Amit
Sharma and featuring a powerful performance by Ajay Devgn, the film captures the essence of
resilience, leadership, and national pride, reviving a less-documented chapter of Indian sports history.
By focusing on the collective spirit and teamwork inherent in football, "Maidan" provides a refreshing
perspective compared to other sports biopics that often emphasize individual glory, resonating deeply
with audiences and inspiring a new generation of athletes. The film also addresses broader socio-
political dynamics and systemic issues within the sport, offering a nuanced view of the era's cultural
and political context. Beyond entertainment, "Maidan" serves as an educational tool, a source of
inspiration, and a catalyst for changing feelings of Indian football, underscoring the potential for sports
to unite and uplift a nation. By celebrating a less highlighted sport and its heroes, "Maidan" enriches
the sports biopic genre with its unique perspective, contributing significantly to Indian sports cinema
and the cultural discourse on sports in India.
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